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  Visit us on our website at www.nlcn.org for more articles, photos, information and more.
See Unity Park page 4

Unity Park, a local 
peaceful Retreat

 Rev. James and Rev Hood
Introduce Air Quality to their Church 

In order fight against Covid-19 and 
to promote a healthier environment in 
the church, Rev. Dr. Floyd James, Sr., 
Pastor of Greater Rock M.B. Church 
at 718 S Independence Blvd. and Rev. 
Robin Hood Pastor of Redeemed 
Outreach Ministries held a press 
conference explaining the benefits of 
four air purification units that were 
installed in the church. The units, 
which can fit in the palm of your hand 
are called Ion Blocks or Generators 
and are made by Jackson Control 
Facilities Management Corporation.

In the sanctuary, several items of 
equipment were set up to demonstrate 
the effectiveness of the units. The 
Air Ionization Technology improves 

the overall health & wellness of 
a building and its occupants, by 
reducing pathogens, allergens, 
and odors. The units are highly 
efficient, cost-effective, and easy 
to install in any ventilation system.

Mounted to the ventilation 
system the ionizers emit negatively 
charged ions that attach to 
positively charged particles, 
such as dust, viruses, and other 
allergens. The particles then bind 
together and become too heavy to 
stay airborne, dropping to the floor 
where they are less likely to be 
inhaled and the air is wiped clean 
before being circulated to the rest 

Rev. Robin Hood (maroon) and Rev. Floyd James (grey) demonstrating the 
effectiveness of Jackson Control Facilities Management Corporation ion-based 
air purifiers to help fight against Covid-19, dust, viruses, and other allergens.

Black 
History 
Carter G. 
Woodson 

Con’t 
Page 4

A new scenic mural with the 
words Community working 
together and Unity Park that is 
painted along a along fence was 
created by artist Levin Raven 
and assistants. The scenic design 
is of blue landscape of a sky with 
a few clouds, a butterfly, a tree, 
a woodpecker, grass, and a pond. 
Said Ms. Woodson, “and more 
will be added, when finished.” 
Levin and other volunteers were 
secured by Pastor Phil of the 
Firehouse on Ogden. Some of 
the volunteers also helped with 
getting the lawn cut and cleaning 
it up. “It was a mess,” solemnly 

stated Ms. Woodson.
Ms. Marion Perkins and Ms. 

Gladys Woodson are the co-
founders of Unity Park located 
along 19th Street from Kildare to 
Kostner. It is a bit much for two 
senior residents of the area. But 
they are committed to keeping 
Unity Park looking good and 
adding improvements as time 
and resources allow. Because 
the park is not owned by the city 
they are primarily responsible 
for spearheading the upkeep. 
They are not paid. It is all done 
by volunteer, donations, and out 

A new mural painted by artist Levin Raven brightens the area along 
Unity Park on 19th Street between Kostner and Kildare Ave.

FBRK Impact House, 
pronounced (fab*rik) is a 
philanthropy hub tailored 
and designed to serve and 
support the philanthropic 
community by providing 
a place where granting 
organizations can work 
together, share ideas and 
resources, and operate with 
greater efficiency. It was the 
vision of former Chicago 
Bears defensive lineman 
Israel Idonije.

FBRK Impact House 
opened its doors just before 
the pandemic shutdown 
on March 1, 2020 which 
was the official grand 
opening with the following 
organizations signed on 
as long-term tenants: 
Forefront; Woods Fund 
of Chicago; The Field 
Foundation of Illinois, Inc.; 
United States Artists, Inc.; 

A Better Chicago; Chicago 
Public Library Foundation; 
Pillars; Children First Fund; 
Knight Family Foundation; 
The Academy Group; 
Gupta Foundation (Avani 
Narang); Public Good 
Partners; Enrich Chicago. 
The following entities are 
Access Members (Utilizing 
Work Lounges and Open 
Space): Baum Foundation; 
Comerstone Foundation; 
Comer Family Foundation; 
Verizon; Healthy 
Communities Foundation; 
and Crown Foundation.

Last year, because of 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
Impact leaders within 
Impact House community 
responded with over $50 
million in COVID-19 relief 
funds. Also developed was 
the Mapping COVID-19 
Recovery project which 

standardizes data through a 
series of maps that illustrate 
where public, private 
and philanthropic sector 
investments are going in 
BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, 
and People of Color) 
communities devastated by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The map can be accessed 
through the FBRK website 
listed at the end of this 
article.

With the goal of strategic 
reinvestment and recovery 
to close historic funding 
gaps and rebuild stronger 
communities, the project 
seeks to correct history 
by strategically and 
collectively targeting 
investments in Chicago 
communities and suburban 
municipalities that are 
majority non-white (80% 

See FBRK page 3

See Greater Rock page 3

Meeting room at FBRK Impact House located at 200 W. Madison

Large meeting/training room at FBRK Impact House
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The North Lawndale Community News is published weekly by 
Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to help inform our 
community on resources, events, and issues relevant to them 
and our neighboring communities. Our community includes 
those who live, work, worship in, and/or care about North 
Lawndale. Our focus is on positive, productive solutions, that 
will improve the lifestyle of community members. 
Board of Directors
Frank Bass-Chairman, Dennis Deer, Marlo Kemp, Cre-
ative Scott, 
Carolyn Lewis-Secretary, Marlone Finley, Darren Tillis, 
Norman Baldwin, Betty Mason, and Dr. Betty J. Allen 
Green
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Vivian Lewis
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Margaret Davis, Larry Leonard
Consulting Editors and Writers:
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Muhammad
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Production/Layout Consultant: 
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Consulting Accountant: Kelly Florian
Communications Manager:
Resource Project Director: John Moore
Marketing Consultant: Andre Stokes, 
Advertising Manager: 
Advertising Consultant: Sabreen El-Amin
Website Consultant: Lamont Simmons
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Strategic Door to Door Distribution (Weekly)
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Circulation: 15,000 copies
Drop Site Distribution: Calvin Elkins, Gregory Patterson, 
Melna Allen, Robert Williams, Chris Lewis, Johnny Ray Lew-
is, and Timothy Johnson
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ers in North & South Lawndale, East & West Garfield, Hum-
boldt Park, Austin, Pilsen and Near  West Communities.

For Advertisement Rates 
and other inquiries contact us at:

North Lawndale Community News
5650 W Madison Avenue

Chicago, IL 60644
Phone:  773/940-1953

Cell: 773-576-1011 
Website: www.nlcn.org

email: nlcn1@yahoo.com
The North Lawndale Community News was made possible 

by the dedicated work and support of the community, and first 
started with a grants from The Steans Family Foundation, then 
funded by The John D. and Catherine MacArthur Foundation, 
Harris Bank Foundation The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund 
( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The Soderquist Family Foundation, 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), 
J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool Matters , SBC (now AT&T), Ehe 
Illinois State Board of Education, State of Illinois Depart of 
Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through State 
Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 

National Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany 
Fund, and contributions from our community, advertisers, and 
readers. The North Lawndale Community News was started 
with a grant from the North Lawndale Small Grants Initiative 
now known as the Small Grants Human Development Corpo-

ration, and the Steans Family Foundation.

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional Dirict 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

NLCN
2021 Focus

Health, Education, News
Literacy and Economics

Many things remain a high priority 
in our life. As we struggle to enjoy 
life many neglected the necessary 
choices that preserve and extend a 
healthy and abundant, spirit, mind, 
and body. So along with health, 
there is education (knowing) and 
the need to have the resources to act 
upon the knnowledge for a better 
quality of life. The North Lawndale 
newspaper was and is created to 
help fulfill the mission of Strategic  
Human Services. That mission is to 
provide information on resources 
and events that improve the lifestyle 
of individuals and families.
This is our primary objective that 

includes all sub-objectives that help 
to reach the primary objective. 

Circulation Verification Council is a third party agency 
that audits and verifies our circulation which is currently at 

15,000 issues per publication.

of the building. 
Because of the size of the church four units were 

necessary to cover the larger square footage area. 
Using a square box with a clear top enclosed with 
an ionizer, Rev. Hood lit a piece of paper and the 
unit caused the fire to go out immediately. In his 
presentation Rev. Hood said that one unit covers 2500 
square feet.  The church sanctuary is 7500 and at 2500 
square feet per unit four units covers 100,000 square 
feet easily. Stated Rev. Hood, Today mama can come 
to church and be safe at Greater Rock and Hopewell 
MB Church where these units are currently installed. 
We still suggest that you get your vaccine and wear 
your mask.

When asked what has been the impact on the church 
and individuals during the Covid-19 pandemic, 
answered Pastor James, “many churches throughout 
the city of Chicago and throughout the country are 
not even open yet, there still closed. Others are open 
but with a reduced amount of people in attendance. 
As a result of that individual spirituality is weakening. 
Their depression is increasing. Some of the things that 
happen with us normally, church helps us in being 
together in relationships and fellowship and help us 
to deal with those issues and when you can’t come 
together then what happens. How do you deal with 
them? Those are the problems that we’re finding out 
that people are facing, and are facing without help.” 

The purpose of the press conference was to 
promote a healthy option to churches so they can 
open their doors and provide a safe environment for 
their membership.  For more information on the by 
Jackson Control Facilities Management Corporation 
air ionization units and the process, contact Rev. Robin 
Hood at 773-956-2650.

Greater Rock from front page

Rev. Robin Hood (maroon) and Rev. Floyd James (grey) demonstrating the 
effectiveness of Jackson Control Facilities Management Corporation ion-
based air purifiers to help fight against Covid-19.

An ion-detecting meter measures the ion levels in the sanctuary of 
Greater Rock MB Church.
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or over), and high poverty (25% or over) meant 
to be representative of how historically non-white 
communities have faced many of the same forces 
of structural racism that left them more vulnerable 
to a pandemic like COVID-19. Field Foundation 
President Angelique Power adapted the idea from 
the Field Foundation’s use of heat maps to illustrate 
divestment of resources and funding gaps that are 
geographically in Black and Latinx neighborhoods.

FBRK Impact House has another initiative. 
TRECC, the Technology Renewable Energy 
Command Center, a full-service mecca for 
entrepreneurs, businesses, and innovators building 
in the following industries: Renewable Energy, 
Technology, Finances, E- Commerce, Arts, 
Entertainment, and Lifestyle. It will facilitate 
communities in developing resiliency to climate and 
economic changes, while building a technologically 
innovative workforce. TRECC will weave together 
workspace, education, mentorship, workforce 
development, dining, entertainment, hospitality, and 
wellness to serve small businesses, entrepreneurs in 
every community TRECC abodes.

TRECC's on site innovation center will offer 
focused skills training, job placement, and 
workforce development in the cyber security - 
advanced manufacturing & transportation - coding-
hardware & software - finances- e-commerce- 
robotics - animation - hydroponics - automation 
industries. TRECC’s technology and renewable 
energy focused operations will offer an enhanced 
application of skills training and job placement 
programs for underserved communities. TRECC 
will make its debut in Chicago’s Historic Motor 
Row district. The Motor Row District is a historic 
district in Chicago's Near South Side community 
area. Motor Row includes buildings on Michigan 
Avenue between 2200 and 2500 south, directly west 
of McCormick Place convention center. The district 
was built between 1905 and 1936 by a number of 
notable architects.

FBRK Impact House and TRECC are currently 
seeking State support from the governor and the 
state legislature. To leverage government support 
with public and private support to help achieve 
the goals outlined in their plans. A resolution has 
been sponsored by State Rep LaShawn K. Ford, 
8th District and State Senator Rep. Emil Jones III, 
14th District. It was up for hearing in the House 
Economic Opportunity & Equity Committee, where 
Representative Nicholas K. Smith (D) 34th District 
is the Chairperson, on May 19, 2021 at 3:00PM and 
was passed, unanimously. It is also in the Assignments 
Committee of the Senate Chamber, where State 
Senator Kimberly A. Lightfoot, 4th District is the 
Chairperson. Details of the resolution from State 
Rep Ford on the State website can be located at 
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation, then search under 
Resolutions for HR0263. For more information on 
the FBRK Impact House and TRECC, go to their 
website at https://www.thefbrk.com/. You can also 
contact State Senator Jones and State Rep Ford for 
more information on the state level support.

FBRK from front page

FBRK Impact House meeting room 

FBRK Impact House meeting room 

Local media outlets are 
essential. Give today to 
keep their voices strong.

#SaveChicagoMedia

Donate at savechicagomedia.org

Help support North Lawndale Community News
Look for our logo and name at savechicagomedia.org
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their own pockets.
Occasional they get help from 

organizations, like Neigborspace, an 
organization that assists with community-
managed open spaces and has been 
instrumental in the development of the 
park, Greencorps Chicago which promotes 
environment stewardship and improves the 
quality of life in Chicago by establishing, 
maintaining and restoring natural and public 
spaces that are safe, healthy, and sustainable. 

Individuals, like Pastor Wolf, who live 
on the block, where the park is just across 
the alley in the back of his home, and who 
recently lost his wife Kathy, arranged for 
someone to finish cutting a section of the 
grass that had grown over 20 inches.  “I’m 
trying to get the people to just do behind their 
garage. We’ll do the rest. But we need help, 
we need mulch. We need a lawnmower,” 
stated Ms. Woodson. Her lawnmower, which 
was used earlier, broke down leaving the 
section that Pastor Wolf had someone else to 
finish cutting .

Ms. Woodson also said, “This is a public 
place. Anybody can come. She showed me 
a red cabinet enclosure with a glass front on 
a green pedestal that holds free books. She 
said she keeps it filled with books. Along the 
sidewalk trail through the park, Ms. Woodson 
wants to have the side walk painted with 
colored footprints and hopscotch designs. 
There is a life-sized photo of Ms. Perkins 
and Ms. Woodson right outside of a 20 foot 
diameter circle of wooden seating benches in 
the middle of that have plants on each end of 
the benches.

Ms. Woodson reminisced how the area 
looked before the park. It was a concrete 
streeted-area that was used as an illegal 

dumping site, where people were fixing on 
cars, were loitering, drinking, using and 
selling drugs, and eighteen wheeler trucks 
were parked. People wouldn’t use their 

garages because they were afraid. One reason 
was because of the Lawndale Manor a small 
project and haven for drug-selling gained 
news when part of the building collapsed. 

Even a nurse was found dead in the area, 
which all prompted community action for 
change.

Unity Park from front page

See Unity Park page 6

Like a Good Neighbor, State Farm is There®. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AUTO*LIFE*HOME/RENTER*HEALTH*BANK LOANS  
 PLANNING FOR RETIREMENT 

Give us a call for a FREE quote! 
 

Larry C. Williams, Agency 
larry.williams.b0bk@statefarm.com 

5932 W. Lake St. 
Chicago, IL 60644-1844 

773.379.9009 Office 
773.379.0323 Fax 

 

Referrals are appreciated!  
 

Larry and his staff are licensed and together have over 100 years of State Farm experience. 

Former Phoenix Player “Z” Jones 
Living his Basketball Dream

By Todd Thomas

North Lawndale College Prep was 
on top of the Chicago-area basketball 
world between 2006-2009, winning 
a state and city championship in 
the process. The Phoenix weren’t 
stacked with star athletes, relying 
instead on a team of role players 
and unyielding defense. 
Point guard Zilijin Jones was the 
team captain and leader on the 
court for most of the run, and 
while the five-foot nine floor 
general didn’t put up eye-popping 
statistics, he was valued for his 

toughness, basketball IQ, and 
leadership skills. This package 
of skill and effort would earn him 
a college basketball scholarship, 
and eventually a successful career 
playing professionally around the 
world.
Jones has played in the Dominican 
Republic, Morocco, Spain, El 
Salvador and China on his basketball 
journey. He said traveling the world 
gives him a unique perspective on 
certain aspects of life in the United 

“Z” Jones drives past a defender while playing in the NBL in China.

See Z Jones page 6
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Where
Black Lives Matter

States.
“The United States is very isolated and 
closed-minded. People think America is the 
land of the free, but here is where you usually 
end up putting yourself in debt. People work 
a billion hours on a job to obtain a big house 
with a white picket fence and a nice car. But 
what I learned is that you can get the same 
things in other countries for a lot cheaper 
without going into so much debt,” Jones said.
But it’s not just his financial awareness that 
grew while living abroad. He also bolstered 
his intellectual and cultural knowledge while 
traveling and living in different countries. 
“The biggest plus to playing overseas is 
being exposed to other cultures,” Jones said. 
“I speak Moroccan, French and Spanish now 
- all because I was overseas. I was always 
focused on going overseas, and I never had 
any dreams of playing in the NBA. I knew 
what I wanted to do, and I always wanted to 
go overseas to play.”
However, playing basketball overseas is not 
all about experiencing other cultures. It’s 
about performing on the court and doing 
your job for your ball club that matters most.
“You have to be professional. A lot of 
Americans show up overseas and lose sight of 
why they’re there. You can’t just go clubbing 
every weekend. You have to remember that 
they signed you up to come over there to 
play basketball not to come experience their 
country. And if you’re not performing, they 
will send you home,” Jones said.
North Lawndale College Prep has built a 
solid reputation as a school that prepares it’s 
student for life after high school, and Jones 
said that his involvement in extracurricular 
activities there helped him succeed.
“Outside of basketball at NLCP I was sent 
to a lot of Phoenix Rising programs that had 
me interact with different ethnicities and 
studying different religions and cultures. 
Every summer I went to programs out of 
state and that gave me a broader and better 
outlook on life, and I was ready to adapt to 
college,” he said.
Jones credits former NLCP head coach Lewis 
Thorpe, as well as mentor Lauren Foster, for 
helping him develop his skill and mentality 
on the basketball court.
“I owe my work ethic to coach Thorpe, and 
my toughness to Lauren Foster who already 
had me tough since I was in eighth grade. 
She and coach Thorpe helped me develop the 
mental aspect of the game and holding others 
accountable on the court. These are the things 
that have helped me succeed in basketball. I 
owe Lauren Foster everything,” he added.
Jones currently lives in Florida as he awaits 
the return to normalcy on the basketball 
circuit once the COVID-19 pandemic 
finally subsides. He isn’t interested in being 
overseas with the pandemic still raging, and 
many basketball leagues in other countries 
are playing without foreigners now.
Jones grew up on the west side of Chicago, 
not far from the NLCP Christiana campus, 
and recalls a lot of crime and gun violence 
that still plagues the community today. It’s 
been several years since he called Chicago 
home, and he said he doesn’t miss the trouble 
he’s seen on the streets of North Lawndale.
Another Phoenix standout basketball player, 
Jonathan Mills, was gunned down in 2016 in 
front of a store on Roosevelt Road in North 
Lawndale, and that tragic murder still weighs 
heavily on Jones, who was Mills’ cousin and 
whom he considered a brother.
“Right now, my brother (Mills) being killed 
is something I’m still not over. I try to stay 
away from Chicago because there’s nothing 
but bad memories for me. I’m in an area in 
Florida now where my car door is unlocked, 
and my keys are in the dash. I don’t have to 

worry and that’s what 
life is about - none 
of this craziness. It’s 
much more relaxing 
and pleasant here 
and overseas without 
living with your head 
on a swivel because 
you don’t know 
what’s coming next, 
Jones said.
Next for Jones will 
most likely be another 
stint playing overseas. 
His options are Spain, 
Russia or France, with 
France being his first 
option. And why not 
– he’s already played 
in Spain, so why not 
continue exploring the 
world playing the game he loves.

Z Jones from page 5

Jones takes in the view from his 
condo terrace in Winter Garden, 
Florida.

 Zilijin Jones goes up for a layup while playing in La Roda, 
Spain.
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YOU CAN 
COUNT ON US

Managed by Gardant Management Solutions  |  Touching Lives by Providing Dignified Lifestyles

Our residents’ safety is our NUMBER 1 PRIORITY.

Services provided:
Freshly prepared meals are being delivered individually with a smile

Frequent monitoring of temperatures

Our Community is staffed 24 hours to provide support and peace of mind.

Hallway activities to encourage interaction at a safe distance

Aid in communication with family members through apps, like Facebook, 
FaceTime, Skype, Zoom, Teams, and other creative means.

For more information, call

773-277-0288
4339 West 18th Place

Chicago, IL 60623

YES! We are continuing to accept move-ins. 
We provide quality care for residents ages 65+.

www.montclare-slf.comor email marketing@montclare-slf.com

Now the area is peaceful, in the place of Lawndale Manor, 
now sits the $27.7 million dollar Montclare Lawndale 
building, a supportive Living community for seniors which 
houses about 120 one bedroom and studio apartments, then 
Unity Park, and the surrounding area residents like Marion 
Perkins, Gladys Woodson, and Pastor Wolf.

Artists working on Unity Park mural.

Unity Park co-founder Marion Perkins during upkeep

Unity Park co-founder Gladys Woodson (white) and volunteers 
showing free book storage located in the park.

Unity Park from page 4
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The North Lawndale Community News
CLASSIFIED  MARKETPLACE

Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 
Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? You Can Do it

Here In the North Lawndale Community News
     Call 773/940-1953 To Place Your Classified Ad!

A NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant 
to “An Act in relation to the use of an 
Assumed Business Name in conduct or 
transaction of Business in the State,” as 
amended, that a certification was filed by 
the undersigned with the County Clerk of 
Cook County under file No. Y21006648 on 
April 20, 2021 under the Assumed Name of  
Miller’s Consultad Firm with the business 
located at 3300 W Maypole Ave. #506, 
CHICAGO, IL 60624. The true name and 
residence address of the owner(s)/partners 
are Dellfonick Miller at 3300 W Maypole 
Ave. #506, CHICAGO, IL 60624.

Legal Notice

Rooms for Rent, 3604 W Douglas Blvd, 3rd 
Floor Call Ms F. Wade 312-684-7422

Apartments for Rent
Recently remolded apartment for rent in North 
Lawndale, cross streets Roosevelt & Kildare 
Ave. 2nd floor, 2 bdrm, 1 bath, appliances 
included.. Rent is $900/mo. One month rent + 
one month security deposit due before move 
in date. Tenant responsible for light & gas. As 
a courtesy, landlord is providing free WiFi.  
Please contact Ms. Weatherspoon at (708) 287-
2207 or email, Lspoon70@yahoo.com

Rooms for Rent

Help support 
North Lawndale Community News

Look for our logo and name
at savechicagomedia.org
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Free
Suspension
Inspection

Free
Brake

Inspection4NEED HELP 
WITH YOUR 

ELECTRIC BILL 
OR 

GAS BILL?
Call Operation Brotherhood 

(Appointment Only) 
(entrance in rear of building)

3812 W. Ogden Ave
(773) 522-0433 

Breakfast, Lunch, and snack provided


