
Community News FREE
Since 1999, More News, More of Your Issues, and More of Your Community Voices and Faces.

Serving North Lawndale, East & West Garfield, Austin, Pilsen, Humboldt Park, Near Westside & South Lawndale

PUBLISHER : STRATEGIC HUMAN SERVICES          VOLUME NO. 22 - ISSUE NO. 25          ISSN 1548-6087                     Week of June 20, 2022
PROVIDING INFORMATION ON RESOURCES AND EVENTS THAT IMPROVE THE LIFESTYLE OF INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES IN OUR COMMUNITY

The North Lawndale
5650 W. Madison St.
Chicago, IL 60644

  Visit us on our website at www.nlcn.org for more articles, photos, information and more.

Punch
169

JUNETEENTH ELECTION MONTH ISSUE - PART 2



                                     The North Lawndale Community News                Week of June 20, 2022Page 2

The North Lawndale 
Community News

The North Lawndale Community News is published weekly by 
Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to help inform our 
community on resources, events, and issues relevant to them 
and our neighboring communities. Our community includes 
those who live, work, worship in, and/or care about North 
Lawndale. Our focus is on positive, productive solutions, that 
will improve the lifestyle of community members. 
Board of Directors
Frank Bass-Chairman, Dennis Deer, Marlo Kemp, Cre-
ative Scott, 
Carolyn Lewis-Secretary, Marlone Finley, Darren Tillis, 
Norman Baldwin, Betty Mason, and Dr. Betty J. Allen 
Green
Former Founding Board Director: Larry Leonard, Rev. 
Vivian Lewis
Advisory Board: Cong. Danny K. Davis, Rev. Randall Harris, 
Fred Mitchell, Laura Washington, Susan Munro, Marta Foster,  
Margaret Davis, Larry Leonard
Consulting Editors and Writers:
David Tenario,  Chevette M. Conley, Todd Thomas, Zaki 
Muhammad
Founding CEO & Publisher: Isaac Lewis, Jr.
Production/Layout Consultant: 
IT (Information Technology) Consultant: 
Consulting Accountant: Kelly Florian
Communications Manager:
Resource Project Director: John Moore
Marketing Consultant: Andre Stokes, 
Advertising Manager: 
Advertising Consultant: Sabreen El-Amin
Website Consultant: Lamont Simmons
Photography: Community members and writers
Strategic Door to Door Distribution (Weekly)
Community Youth,
Circulation: 15,000 copies
Drop Site Distribution: Calvin Elkins, Gregory Patterson, 
Melna Allen, Robert Williams, Chris Lewis, Johnny Ray Lew-
is, and Timothy Johnson
Distributed weekly 325 dropsites, over 340,685 potential read-
ers in North & South Lawndale, East & West Garfield, Hum-
boldt Park, Austin, Pilsen and Near  West Communities.

For Advertisement Rates 
and other inquiries contact us at:

North Lawndale Community News
5650 W Madison Avenue

Chicago, IL 60644
Phone:  773/940-1953

Cell: 773-576-1011 
Website: www.nlcn.org

email: nlcn1@yahoo.com
The North Lawndale Community News was made possible 

by the dedicated work and support of the community, and first 
started with a grants from The Steans Family Foundation, then 
funded by The John D. and Catherine MacArthur Foundation, 
Harris Bank Foundation The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund 
( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The Soderquist Family Foundation, 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), 
J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool Matters , SBC (now AT&T), Ehe 
Illinois State Board of Education, State of Illinois Depart of 
Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through State 
Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 

National Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany 
Fund, and contributions from our community, advertisers, and 
readers. The North Lawndale Community News was started 
with a grant from the North Lawndale Small Grants Initiative 
now known as the Small Grants Human Development Corpo-

ration, and the Steans Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification Council is a third party agency 
that audits and verifies our circulation which is currently at 

15,000 issues per publication.

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the SBC Beyond the Call 

Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. 

Davis & 
Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Early Voting
For the June 28, 2022 Gubernatorial Primary Election, traditional Early Voting will 

take place June 13 – 27. For the November 8 Gubernatorial Election, traditional Early 
Voting will take place October 24 – November 7.   

As a reminder, voters who participate in Early Voting must vote in person.
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Punch 32
RE - ELECT

DANNY K. DAVIS
US Representative

7th District, Illinois

We know him
We trust him

He represents Us

PUNCH
32

PUNCH
32

dannykdavis.com
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PAID FOR BY JB FOR GOVERNOR

Expanding health care access to more than
500,000 Illinoisans across the state

Putting working families first by creating jobs
and raising wages in every community

Providing unprecedented funding for violence
prevention and addressing root causes of crime

JB PRITZKER:
FIGHTING FOR ILLINOIS
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Deidre Baumann attorney at 
law has again entered herself 
into the arena for Cook County 
Judge. Asked why she is running 
for political office, she stated, “I 
believe it’s my calling because I 
was put here to make the world 
a better place and help people, 
and this is the next step in that 
journey;” making reference 
to the fact that she has been 
practicing law for 30 years this 
coming November, 2022. 

Her career in law began 
with the Cook County Public 

Defender’s Office 1992-1993 and later with Michael Null from 1993 
to 1996 and her own solo practice as a contract attorney from 1996 
to 2001 to now working as a civil litigator in Baumann & Shuldiner. 
Graduating from the University of Illinois, College of Law in 1992 
after attending Lane Technical School, she now sits on their Alumni 
Association Board and has served as President of the Decalogue 
Society of Lawyers and the North Suburban Bar Association and the 
Executive Boards for the Women’s Bar Association of Illinois and the 
Chicago Bar Association, Alliance for Women and the Public Affairs 
and Interfaith Committees, also of the Chicago Bar Association.

She has served as President of the Chicago/Cook County 4-H 
Foundation helping provide scholarships for deserving 4-H youth 
attending colleges and universities while volunteering with Howard 
Brown, Human Rights Campaign, and Personal PAC.  When asked 
about her view of the law, Baumann said, “The law is not a perfect 
instrument, it Is something we are bound by together as citizens and 
most of the time the law works to protect people, however some of the 
time it has been abused.” 

And added, “I have seen many instances of people with black or 
brown skin being treated differently because of race, - and that is 
intolerable to me. That is one of the reasons I want to be a Judge, to 
help ensure that everyone has an equal voice in the justice system.” 
Her qualifications for being a Cook County Judge and why she 

should be elected was the question she responded to 
with this comment, “I started out as a public defender, 
defending indigent defendants, and I have practiced civil 
litigation for plaintiffs who have been harmed by others 
including the government.” She went on to say, “Mainly 
employment discrimination and civil rights work, and I 
have provided criminal defense services pro bono.”

One example of her persistent efforts at seeking justice 
for people, is that she worked on the infamous Burr Oak 
Cemetery case where she sought injunctive relief and 
was successful in stabilizing and preserving the evidence 
in a class action suit that was settled in the favor of the 
“Plaintiffs” who received $13.1 million dollars and 
the right to preserve and restore the historic cemetery. 
In reflecting on her legal career, she said, “I have an 
incredible amount of legal experience particularly 
courtroom work, and as an attorney have done over 50 
jury trials, and I’ve appeared in almost every type of 
courtroom and division of the Court, civil, criminal, 
municipal, chancery, divorce, and law. 

Her closing comments were, “Judges are different 
than any other political offices, we don’t answer policy 

questions, but while campaigning, I’ve come to 
discover that the number one concern over Cook 
County is the violence, specifically, gun violence and 
car-jacking are a big concern,” continuing, she said, 
“people are criticizing the current administration, but 
we need to study the impact of the bond reform.”

As she narrowed down her criticism, she said, 
“People are jumping to the conclusion that policies 
based upon the rule of law and the presumptions 
of innocence are what are creating the problem of 
increased violence,” ending with this observation, “ I 
don’t know that that is the exact case, what does cause 
violence has a lot of it has to do with the Pandemic, 
and the fact that people have been isolated and there is 
an increased recognition in mental illness.  Isolation 
has caused increased drug abuse, and people have 
been hurt economically, we’re facing inflation, and 
even more difficulty living.  Most of the time the law 
works to protects people.  That is why I am running 
again for the office of Cook County Judge, to help 
protect the people through my legal experience.”

Attorney Deidre Baumann wants to help people as a Judge
By Professor Zaki Amir

Attorney Deidre Baumann

SUMMER

Full and Part Time slots available
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I was a primary sponsor on House Bill 5016 which allows students in custody of the Illinois 
Department of Corrections the opportunity to continue to earn an education while serving their 
time, this bill passed both chambers and now is law to allow students to attend classes remotely.
I was the co-sponsor on House Bill 4242 which provides free and accessible childcare services to 
parenting youth in care. This is now law and as a former youth in care who became pregnant I saw 
this as a barrier and this law will help to remove barriers parenting youth in care face so when they 
transition out they can be more independent by fusing stable housing or a good quality job or further 
their education. 
I sponsored House Bill 4369 which is  a new law to prevent future lead poisoning by creating 
requirements for the IL Department of Public Health and local health departments to ensure 
necessary work has been done and safety precautions followed after lead mitigation notices.
 

I voted to pay 9.5 billion in our pension debt to ensure that the promise for those to retire can 
retire with dignity and not be forced to go beyond retirement. 124 million to law enforcement and 
combatting violent crime. 450 million in community health needs, expanded tax credits for teachers 
who buy school supplies for their class rooms, 275 million in affordable housing development 
programs, 96 million in special education grants, 655 million in nursing home resources, 150 million 
in pathways to success programs, 195 million in green infrastructure and sewer construction, 56 
million in community park projects, 3 billion in childcare assistance program, 113 million in lead 
pipe replacement. 54.5 million for early childhood education programs, 180 million to train and 
grow the Illinois healthcare workforce,
I sponsored House Bill 4843 the higher education savings program to help give low income families 
a jump start to their child's future. House Bill 4304 gives youth in care a voice in the exit interview 
process. I sponsored a bill to lower the cost of insulin and put strong measures in place to protect 
women's reproductive rights. Millions to mental health, suicidal, and behavioral health services. 
Funded programs to keep families in their homes during the pandemic and grants to help our small 
Businesses, landlords and homeowners through our state agencies. 
I love being a public servant and having compassion for what I do it is in my DNA. I'm a mother 
of three, a former nursing home worker, labor organizer and the state representative for the 9th 
district. I've accomplished a lot as a freshmen and look forward to doing more. My office is located 
in lawndale at 2165 S. Millard. Email me at office@lakesiacollins.com. My phone number is 312-
298-9181
My Facebook is state represenative lakesia collins Instagram is repcollins9.  I would also add that 
I bring my office to doors as well and make wellness checks calls and would love to hear from 
constituents so I can continue to serve them and hear their concerns or ideas.
One last bill is Senate BILL 3470. his bill makes sure that youth in care receive their parents social 
security benefits, veteran benefits retirement benefits if they pass so that the child can have money 
when they age out and have a head start at being independent 

RE-ELECT
LAKESIA COLLINS
State Respresentative

9th District
PUNCH 71
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Hailing from the now removed Robert Taylor 
Homes, Andre Smith has placed his hat in the ring 
for Cook County Commissioner. He attended 
Dusable High School before going to the Job 
Corp where he studied welding from 1989 to 
1990. Working as a welder at Thrall Car and 
Manufacturing in Chicago Heights in 91 and 92, 
he discovered that being an underwater welder 

was an even more lucrative skill and left for 
California to learn.
 “There were only 2 students in my class 

that were black and I was the poorest one” 
he said as he recalled that period of his life at 
the College of Oceaneering in Wilmington, 
California. In reflecting on his childhood 
growing up in the Taylor Homes, he stated, “I 
lived there for 15 years and it was rough, and I 
had to survive.”
He added, “When I went to school. I used to 

hear that ain’t nothing good come out of the 
projects, that’s why every day I fight so that 
people would be able to see something good 
come out of the projects.”
His response as to why someone should vote 

for him to be a Cook County Commissioner, 
he said, “I want to be a Cook County 
Commissioner from this point because of 
my childhood. I’ve seen ordinary people 
neglected, and the only time I’ve seen a sign 

of hope was when Harold Washington was 
Mayor.” 
He continued by saying, “I believe that with me 

as a Cook County Commissioner, I would give 
our seniors a sign of hope again, by standing up 
for their rights, fighting for justice for them and 
helping them get the things they are supposed 
to get and are not presently getting.” As an 
example of what seniors were not getting, he 
said, “Hospital care is inadequate. Some county 
hospital are dirty and they treat people like they 
are inmates in a penitentiary or jail.  With rent 
skyrocketing, and people not having money 
to live; someone has to be the voice. It seems 
people have forgotten about them. I want to be 
the voice to let the seniors know that we still 
care.”
As the interview progressed, he stated that he 

needed to wrap it up because he had to represent 
some seniors that had contacted him about their 
dilemma and difficulties as he had just spoken 

about and how they needed his assistance. 
He finished by talking about how he was 
instrumental in getting a federal investigation 
for corruption around Loretto, Hospital but 
his proudest moment was for facilitating the 
Trauma Center on the Southside that benefitted 
residents who had no facility previously and 
would succumb to their wounds on the way to 
Northwestern Hospital.
Concluding his remarks, in answering would it 

be better to remain on the outside rather than be 
on the inside as a political representative for the 
city, he replied, “If I thought I could be only on 
the outside having the title as activist preacher 
whatever, that’s what I’ve been doing for the 
past 30 years. But you’re looking in and the only 
way to change things is to be a lawmaker, people 
have to follow the laws that the politicians make 
and that is why I’m running for the office of 
Cook County Commissioner, to help not only 
seniors, but the entire community.”

Dominique C. 
Ross

Andre Smith running for Cook County Commissioner

I’ve been a judge on the circuit court for almost 
14 years,” said Judge Ross. As a circuit court 
judge, I am able to affect the day-to-day lives of 
individuals, and basically families. I want to be 
an appellate court justice because as an appellate 
court justice, not only do I get to affect the lives 
of individual families, but I get to affect the lives 
of all Illinoisans with regard to all issues that may 
come before the court.

I think that it is very important that we have didn’t 
perspectives. People who have didn’t backgrounds 
who are sitting as judges who give their perspective 
and unique view as to how the law should be 
applied in the various areas of the law. 

So appellate court justices do not hear just 
one type of case. As an attorney I have handled 
various civil issues, landlord/tenant contract 
issues, criminal cases, which is similar to the 
appellate court because you hear all of those 
cases that go up on appeal, regardless of whether 
they are civil or criminal. 

I believe that I will give a unique perspective 
based on my legal background based on where I 
grew up and all of my experiences because all of 
those things shape what judge believe to be true 
and where discretion is involved because all of 
the judges are going to know the law. But when 
it comes to discretion the judge has to apply 
common sense to a particular issue,

Judge Dominique Ross is married. She has 
three children, one girl and two boys. with the 
girl being the oldest. 

Judge Dominique Ross has been found 
“Qualified “ by the Chicago Bar Association. She 
has 26 years experience as a practicing attorney 
and judge. She has been on the Circuit Court of 
Cook County, from 2008 to present. She is the 
Past president of the Illinois Judicial Council. She 
is a Loyola University Chicago School of Law 
alumni and a University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign alumni. She is a member of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. and a supporter of 
Boys and Girls Clubs of Chicago.

Judge Dominique C. Ross

Andre Smith
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OWENS "JOE" SHELBY

JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY
7TH JUDICIAL SUBCIRCUIT

PUNCH #192

Owens “Joe” Shelby grew up in the Austin area and graduated from St. Angela School, 
Providence St. Mel, Morehouse College, and Chicago Kent College of Law. Owens “Joe” 
Shelby has served as a prosecutor for the Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office since 2008. 
Owens “Joe” Shelby consistently volunteers by mentoring youth, coaching youth sports, 
speaking at community outreach programs and serving on boards dedicated to improving 
the community.  

Arab American Bar Association
Black Womens’ Lawyers Association
Chicago Bar Association    
Chicago Council of Lawyers
Cook County Bar Association
Decalogue Society of Lawyers

Hellenic Bar Association
Illinois State Bar Association
Lesbian and Gay Bar Association
Puerto Rican Bar Association
Women’s Bar Association of Illinois

FOUND QUALIFIED BY THESE BAR ASSOCIATIONS

ENDORSEMENTS

Paid For by Friends For Owens J. Shelby

Congressman Danny K. Davis
Secretary of State Jessie White
Committeeman Karen Yarbrough
Cook County Commissioner Brandon Johnson
City Treasurer Melissa Conyears-Ervin
State Representative Lakesia Collins
State Representative Camille Lilly
State Representative Lashawn Ford
24th Ward Alderman Michael Scott Jr.

27th Ward Alderman Walter Burnett Jr.
28th Ward Alderman Jason C. Ervin
29th Ward Alderman Chris Taliaferro
37th Ward Alderman Emma Mitts
Former 29th Ward Alderman Isaac “Ike” Carothers
Former State Representative Arthur Turner Sr.
Former State Representative Arthur Turner Jr.
Former State Senator Rickey Hendon

SHELBYFORJUDGE .COM 
GO

WITH
JOE

FROM THE COMMUNITY, FOR THE COMMUNITY
FOREVER A PART OF THE COMMUNITY

facebook.com/shelbyforjudge

OWENS "JOE"

SHELBY

A PROVEN SYMBOL OF HOPE

FOR 7TH SUBCIRCUIT JUDGE

DISCIPLINE

RECOMMENDED

DIGNITY & RESPECT
FOR ALL

AN UNWAVERING 
COMMITMENT TO 
FAIRNESS

VOTE JUNE 28

GO
WITH
JOE

PUNCH #192

Like a Good Neighbor, State Farm is There®. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AUTO*LIFE*HOME/RENTER*HEALTH*BANK LOANS  
 PLANNING FOR RETIREMENT 

Give us a call for a FREE quote! 
 

Larry C. Williams, Agency 
larry.williams.b0bk@statefarm.com 

5932 W. Lake St. 
Chicago, IL 60644-1844 

773.379.9009 Office 
773.379.0323 Fax 

 

Referrals are appreciated!  
 

Larry and his staff are licensed and together have over 100 years of State Farm experience. 

It was April 16, 1963, when Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. wrote one of his most powerful letters 
from a Birmingham jail. While Dr. King’s quote 
contextually spoke to the African-American and 
his “wait” for justice, in many ways Shelby’s 
legacy is tantamount to the quote “…wait 
almost always means never…” 
Owens “Joe” Shelby gave a powerful speech 
at Christ Temple Apostolic church in Chicago; 
the crowd, the young people seemed almost 
captivated and mostly impressed as he rushed 
through his resume, “he-got-it-in” as the young 
people would say. Shelby let our youth know, 
if you listen, “wait,” and get your education, 
there’s no limit to your desired modicum of 
success.
Shelby shared how he was told more than once to 
“wait” it’s not your time to run for Judge…” He 
listened to his elders, mentors, and perhaps even 
his enemies and “waited.” Shelby continues his 
legal fight for justice for all Americans, battling 

the court room, mentoring young people, 
coaching sports programs, using “the power of 
demonstration” education, fun, and respect are 
the keys and balance to true success.
Now 40 years of age, a husband, father and 
career attorney, an achievement few can obtain, 
he has a proven track record of integrity and 
fairness for all. My question, what could 
possibly be the what-else-excuse? ◦ A native 
of Chicago, and resident of the West Side, he’s 
living proof, a zip code does not matter!
Shelby gives you that thousand-watt-smile 
appearing to take pride in the boot-strap-success 
of it all! In conclusion, I laugh, because unlike 
some Po-li-ti-Kans who run into churches, 
make a quick speech, throw up the familiar one-
finger, and out the side door, not Shelby, he sat 
patiently and “waited” again until service ended 
out of respect.
Hence, I have never felt more compelled to 
endorse a great leader of justice, and I remain 
certain that Owens “Joe” Shelby will represent 
the 7th judicial subcircuit with fairness, dignity, 
and respect. All I know is this, between COVID, 
alleged mutations, hopelessness, suicide and gun 
violence through the roof, perhaps we should 
rethink the popular-fantasy-vote and place logic 
in our voting equation; with a district on the ropes, 
we need hope! Owens “Joe” Shelby as judge 
for the 7th judicial subcircuit just makes sense! 
We need visionaries, even in the courtroom, not 
passivity, but compassion and objective options. 
Why not give Owens “Joe” Shelby a chance, 
hasn’t he “waited” long enough? Owens “Joe” 
Shelby, punch 1-9-2, the Judge for you! Tonya 
H. Griffin-Hunter President of A.P.P. Est. 1986 
(Apostolic-Pentecostal-Politicians)

Owens “Joe” Shelby candidate for Judge 
Gave a powerful speech at Christ Temple Apostolic

by Tonya H. Griffin Hunter
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Richard Boykin grew up in 
Englewood, attended Chicago 
Vocational High School and 
received a scholarship to 
Central State University in 
Ohio graduating Magna Cume 
Laude. He then headed to the 
University Of Dayton School 
Of Law completing his studies 
in 1994, cutting his political 
teeth in the office of U.S. 
Senator Carol Moseley Braun 
from 1994 to 1995 then moving 
forward to the U.S. Department 
of Justice as a contract attorney 
from 1996 to 1997.
He was Chief of Staff for 

Congressman Davis and his staff and legislative director for the years 
of 97 to 2006, becoming an attorney at Barnes & Thornburg from 2006 
to 2019 where he orchestrated the Annual Celebration of Diversity 
Trailblazers in 2010 helping the law firm recognize the King Holiday 
and being more accessible to the African American community.

While at the law firm he became a Cook County Commissioner 
for the First District that encompasses Garfield and Humboldt Park 
and the Broadview, Maywood, Bellwood, Forest Park, Oak Park 
and Elmwood Park suburbs. He had the opportunity to work with 
legendary “Crooner” the “Ice Man” Jerry Butler who served as 
Health and Hospitals Chairman and Vice Chair of the Construction 
Committee. 

Attorney Boykin said of working with the retired Commissioner 
and Mississippian like himself, “I learned that less than 1per cent of 
the prime contracts at the Hospitals were going to African America 
firms, and I also learned that people that were doing business had 
to wait  six months to get paid for the services they rendered.   He 
added, “It is time for new leadership, and a new vision.”Continuing to 
elaborate on this topic, he said, “First I will attack the root causes of 
violence in the city that stems from hopelessness. I will make sure that 
single parents can actually have the support that they need, and also 
help those grandparents raising grandkids. As Board President, I will 
collaborate with the Mayor to bring about real change.” 

Asked to be more specific, he replied, “The most pressing problems 
facing the city is public safety, retail theft car Jacking and robberies.” 
He then citied a “Block Club” survey from last December that said, 
“People are scared to come downtown, and it hurts the tax base.” 
Getting excited, he went on to say, “What I purport to do is to hire 
outreach workers to offer free mental health services to these residents 
that have been traumatized, because their mental health has been 
affected by the stigma of not accepting mental health services, so we 
need to bring the services to them.”

2020 brought about the creation of Bridge Builders Consulting 
& Legal Services which is his legal firm. As Rep. Davis’ liaison to 
federal, state, county and city officials, he cooperated with businesses 
and residents in the Seventh Congressional District, and the central 
business district of the Chicago Loop and of the area near downtown 
Chicago.

Stumping for votes at the South Loop Hotel where he conducted 
the interview and intends to have his victory celebration on June 28, 
he stated, “If we always do what we’ve always done, we will get what 
we’ve always gotten, I’m urging people to go out and vote for change.

Richard Boykin
Vote For Change

By Zaki Amir

Attorney Richard Boykin
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VOTE

What We Stand For
Provide discount to seniors
Promote equity in hiring, contracting and service delivery to each part of the state
Create Jesse White Youth Engagement Office in state’s 122 driver services facilities via public-
private partnership
Expand voting to young adults, returning and incarcerated citizens 
Streamline and improve customer service
Generate revenue through digital license plat s
Expand access to services through modernization of both technology and staff development
Provide Illinois residents the safeguard and protection they expect in the handling and security 
of confidential data
Improve ethics regulations and operations oversight
Ensure every driver and pedestrian in Illinois is safe and all vehicles are licensed and insured
Introduce young people to their civic responsibility as drivers, voters, businesspeople and organ 
donors
Enhance library services to preserve the history of Illinois, and improve access to reading and 
research that engages all ages and abilities
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Graduating Magna Cum Laude as a member 
of the Phi Beta Kappa Honor Society at the 
Champaign-Urbana campus of the University 
of Illinois with a B.A. in history in 1980, Ms. 
Marcia O’Brien Conway went to Loyola 
University School of Law where she was 
Editor-in-Chief of the Loyola Law Review and 
worked as a Teaching Assistant for the Legal 
and Appellate Advocacy Program. She obtained 
her Juris Doctor degree, graduating from law 
school Cum Laude (the top 10% of her class) 
in 1984.   

During law school, Marcia was a law clerk in 
the office of the Illinois Attorney General  and 
worked as an extern for federal judge Charles 
Kocoras before working at Winston & Strawn as 
a Summer Associate. Upon graduation, Marcia 
worked as an associate attorney at Winston 
& Strawn for several years, concentrating in 
complex litigation.  

After becoming a mother of triplet children, 
Marcia returned to public service with the Cook 
County State’s Attorney’s Office for the next 
twenty-five years. Appearing in Chancery court, 
she defended numerous and various lawsuits 
filed against the County and County officials.  

In addition, Marcia participated in the drafting 
of the template documents for the mortgage, 
note, loan agreement and the restrictive 
covenants tailored for and utilized by the Cook 
County HOME Program  to provide housing for 
those with very low incomes, including people 
with disabilities. 

From 2008 to 2018 Marcia worked in the tax 
division of the Cook County State’s Attorney’s 
Office representing the County and County 
officials in real estate litigation, including 
valuation disputes on commercial and industrial 
properties, tax sales, exemptions, injunctive 
actions and actions against County Indemnity 
Funds.  Currently, Marcia is of counsel at 
Conway Law Office.

Attorney Conway has given back to the 
community by serving as a room mom at 
her children’s school, a Cub Scout leader, 
and volunteering with the River Forest Civic 
Association.

Stated Rev Robin Hood, founding pastor of 
Redeemed Outreach Ministries and community 
activist, “We are supporting Marcia O’Brien 
Conway not just  because she is running for judge 
and she is a nice person. She is also a person that 
is passionate about our community. She is no 
stranger to us. as a board member of MOVE, 
Mothers Opposed to Vioence Everywhere 
established in Lawndale and dedicated to 
mentoring youth and providing anti-violence 
programs, she went down to Springfield to get 
some reparations for black women that have 
been murdered, to get rapid DNA. So she is no 
stranger to us.” Rev. Hood also provided a list 
of 10 prominent pastors that have endorsed her. 
Which included Pastors Johnny Miller, Floyd 
James, Steve Spiller, Derrick Fitzpatrick, Steve 
Greer, Lajuan Whitfield, John Collins, Leroy 
Elliott, Robin Hood and Autry Phillips. 

Ms. Conwayalso supports the National 
Alliance on Mental Health Organization, Thrive 
a social service agency headquartered in Oak 
Park, the Organization for Autism Research,  
the American Society for Prevention of Cruelty 

to Animals and the Breast Cancer Research 
Foundation.

When asked why a person should vote for her, 
she said, “I enjoy helping people. I’ve been an 
attorney for 37 years; I’ve extensively practiced 
law and I’m at a stage where I’m very familiar 
with the law and legal practice.”

She also stated that the legal work she has 
performed in the public interest has been most 
rewarding and where she has had the opportunity 
to do the most good for the greatest number of 
people. For example, she stated that each year 
she was able to save local taxing districts in 
Cook County many millions of dollars in what 
would otherwise be substantial tax refunds to 
corporate litigants. 

Instead, these tax monies were available 
to local governments for vital services such 
as schools, police, fire and social services 
programs. Marcia also handled all aspects 
of public transactional matters that resulted 

in the provision of medical services to those 
economically challenged, including community 
medical clinics throughout Cook County. 

Marcia stated that judges are public servants 
and said, “I’m a student of the law and I want to 
help people by being a knowledgeable and very 
qualified judge who is also fair, compassionate, 
impartial and wants to give everyone a fair shake 
on their day in court.” Continuing, “I believe 
everyone deserves the best legal representation 
possible and a judge that will listen to their story.
That’s so important because the determination 
of a case turns on the application of the law to 
the particular facts of a case. So, the judge has 
to know the facts of a case. For example, there 
could be extenuating circumstances that could 
impact how a judge would rule, so a judge has 
to manage a courtroom that is conducive to 
people being able to speak their truth and what 
happened to them. Being in a courtroom can be 
a very intimidating situation for litigants, and 

part of a judge’s job is to make it less so.
Marcia also stated that her personal 

experiences have increased her ability to serve 
as an honest, fair and impartial judge. She 
noted that she has experienced both rich and 
challenging personal experiences that have 
heightened her sense of compassion, empathy 
and abiding respect for others. 

She raised 25 -week premature triplets as a 
single mother. Her children have medical and 
health issues. Marcia stated that her role as a 
single mother for her children with disabilities 
exposed to her in a very personal way, the very 
real existence of bias and prejudice by those 
who wrongly perceive others as different or 
inferior and thereby don’t treat all others with 
the respect and dignity they inherently deserve. 
She concluded, “As a judge, as in life, I would 
accord those appearing before me with dignity 
and respect. I would ensure that they were heard 
and knew that they were heard.”

Marcia O’Brien Conway - passionate, honest, fair and impartial

Attorney Marcia O’Brien Conway


