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Chicago, the West Side, North Lawndale, 24th Ward, gets a
$68 million dollar Project on site of Roosevelt Rd and Kostner Ave
Bringing a solar powered Industrial Complex, 700 jobs, a park and two Community Innovation Centers 

to Revitalize 21 Acres of neglected Westside vacant lots owned by the city
Once it was the site of 

an illegal dumping ground 
which made headlines as 
part of an FBI investigation 
on political corruption 
and became infamous as 
Operation Silver Shovel 
in the 1990s. The site also 
has been rhe recipient 
of unsuccesful attempts 
at redevelopment like 
the Obama Library.  But 
now is finally receiving a 
turnaround as part of Mayor 
Lori Lightfoot’s Invest 
South West initiative.

Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot, 
24th Ward Ald. Monique 
Scott, and other elected 
officials broke ground 
on Related Midwest and 
548 Development’s plan 
to build an industrial 
complex housing freight, 
distribution and cold 
storage tenants. The 
development will include  
two community innovation 
centers (Black Men United and 
New Covenant Community 
Development Corporation), 
a rooftop solar farm and 
a park. The development 
promises to generate 700 
permanent and temporary 
jobs and offer workforce 
training programs and 
business incubation space 
at 4300 W. Roosevelt Road 
in North Lawndale, as 
stated by Mayor Light.

Lightfoot began her 
presentation by saying, 
“I am grateful to Michael 
Scott, you need to standup 
sir and take a bow asking 
former 24th Ward Ald. 
Michael Scott to take 
a stand in appreciation 
for the part he played in 
championing the project to 
life when he was the 24th 
Ward Alderman.

INVEST South/West 
is Chicago Mayor Lori 
Lightfoot’s strategy to 
revitalize the commercial 
cores of 10 underserved 

Mayor Lori Lightfoot speaking at the Roosevelt Rd and Kostner 
Ave. groundbreaking about the city’s invest South-West initiatives the 
accomplishments and the benefits to the residents of those communities 
and the city in general. 

24th Ward Ald. Monique Scott speaking at the Roosevelt  Kostner 
groundbreaking before introducing the mayor, she remarked, “the 
Innovation center will change the face of North Lawndale.

community areas on the 
South and West Sides by 
allocating more than $2.2 
billion in public and private 
resources. This project was 
chosen out of six plans 
for the site at 4300 W 
Roosevelt Rd.

Stated Ald. Monique 
Scott, who introduced the 
Mayor, “I stand here this 
morning and of course I 
have a speech. But it is 
very astounding to see how 
many people are in support 
of this project and what was 
needed on the Westside. 
Today I don’t have to 
defend the Westside. 
Instead I bear witness to 
the Roosevelt and Kostner 
Innovation Center project.

This project will change 
the face of the 24th 
Ward and add value. The 
planning for this project 
started in 2016 with former 
Ald. Michael Scott Jr, my 
brother, and in December 
2022, the deal was sealed 
by me on my watch.” Ald. 
Monique Scott remarked, 
“the current administration 
heard our cry,” speaking 
of Mayor Lightfoot. This 
is just one of the projects 
under the city’s Invest 
South West initiative 
targeted at the Westside.

This project will include 
4 new buildings across the 
21 acres. 363,520 square 
feet industrial center 
for freight, logistics and 
manufacturing. 40% of 
the project is MBE/WBE 
(Minority Black Enterprise/
Women Black Enterprise), 
a 1 plus acre public Park 
featuring Native Landscape 
Design.

Mayor Lightfoot remarked, 
“people left this community 
because they lost hope,  
they were tired of waiting 
for things to turn. When 
you have this permanent 

Mayor Lori Lightfoot, Westside elected officals, City officials, representatives from 548 Development, Related 
Midwest, Black Men United, and NLCCC pose for groundbreaking ceremony of Invest South-West $68 million solar 
powered Industril Complex Project on site of Roosevelt Rd and Kostner Ave.

See Invest page 2

24th Ward Candidate
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UIC at  LAMP
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28th Ward Ald Jason Ervin, 24th Ward Ald. 
Monique Scott and Mayor Lori Lightfoot 
listening intently at beginning of the Kostner 
and Roosevelt Invest South-West groundbreaking 
event.

Invest from front page

A rendering of The Lawndale Innovatiom Center is one of four buildings set for 
construction at 4300 W Roosevelt Rd. The site was once an illiegal dumping site 
now is set for a major economic and development boost for the Westside of Chicago.

Rendering of an Innovation Center Building with Black Men United in big letters. Black Men 
United is an alliance of men of African descent to mobilizing resources and empowering 
communities through economics, safety, and spirituality. 

The Kostner and Roosevelt Invesst  South- West 
project groundbreaking tent was filled with elected 
officials, VIPs and community stackholders.
construction here, showing that the 
needs of the westside are being met. 
Everyday people are going to drive by 
and say the seemingly impossible has 
been made possible...We got it done.”

Black Men United will have a 
building with their name on it in bold 
letters.

Stated Pastor John 
Harrell, CEO of Black 
Men United, “we have 
a world class city, and 
represented by a world 
class mayor, because 
one thing that nobody 
ever says is that her and 
her administrattion did 
all  of this wonderful 
stuff in the midst 
of a pandemic...We 
are a world class 
organization Black Men 
United, my brothers, 
we been fighting all of 
our lives.”

Rodney Brown 
the CEO of New 
Covenant Community 
Development Corp. 
stated, “In our building,  
we are going to be 
celebrating Black 
History every month. 
We will be working 
with future history 
makers helping them 
understand how to 
create businesses 
that become legacy 
businesses.”

Lightfoot highlighted a 
black artist, also working 
with the project. And 
to design the four new 
buildings, 548 Enterprise 
and Related Midwest 
collaborated with Lamar 
Johnson Collaborative, a 
full-service Chicago-based 
design and architecture 
firm for the design of the 
innovation centers. Chicago-
based Ware Malcomb 
provided design services for 
the industrial center. 
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Vetress Boyce, Candidate for 24th Ward Alderman
Wants to reverse 50 years of disinvestment and implement strategies to address violence in Chicago

Vetress Boyce is a candidate for the 
24th Ward Aldermanic seat. This is her 
third election bid for the position. Her 
1st run was in 2011, where she placed 
third. In 2015, she placed second in the 
election forcing another runoff. She 
is banking on her third time being the 
charm. 

Mrs. Boyce has an extensive 25-year 
history in working in the corporate 
field. Beginning in 1987, She began 
as a secretary and worked her way up 
to Vice President of Operations before 
retiring in 2012. In the midst of her 
corporate career she became a developer 
in the Bronzeville neighborhood. 

Ms. Boyce wants to implement 
strategies to address violence in Chicago. 
Stated Mrs. Boyce, “When you look at 
violence across the City of Chicago and 
you look at the root cause, the root cause is 
poverty. In order to address poverty, we have 
to immediately partner with the city. The city 
has started the infrastructure of economic 
improvement and development, businesses, 
housing, homeownership, as well as rental 
units.” She also mentioned implementing 
quality education facilities, schools and after 
school facilities with more programs to get 
our youth engaged.

“Until we get that strategy solid…and 
let our youth know that we hear your cry. 
Violence will continue. We have to start 
implementing classes where we deal with 
trauma. Our kids deal with trauma every day 
and it’s not getting any better. That trauma 
is infusing crime. Contracting is being 
conducted by young children. 12, 13, and 
15. Those are the ones that are also doing 
the carjacking. Until we minimize the blight 
in our community it will continue. Until we 
make trauma classes part of the educational 
curriculum it will continue.

She wants to sit down with the Chicago 
Teachers Union, the Chicago Public Schools 
and other Aldermanic colleagues, once 
elected, to understand what is it going to 
take to change the trajectory of the Westside 
and the Southside of Chicago where it has 
been completely disinvested in for over 50 
years.   She wants to get together and pull 
the resources working collectively with the 
State Rep,, the congressman, the senator and 
others, sitting at the table. 

Mrs. Boyce says because of disinvest 
over the years, reparations can play a key 
part in reversing the disinvestment. Getting 
less than 1% of contracts, and getting the 
smallest percentage of the Invest South West 
and Neighborhood Opportunity Fund grants 
reversing it so that we have own pot to pull 
resources from to help our people directly. 

To empower and value community 
engagement, Mrs. Boyce says, “I make it my 
business to talk to the residents.” What is it 
that your missing? Why aren’t you getting the 
information. She says that she is not getting 
emails as it relates to certain events that are 
going on in the community. She wants to open 
up that gateway and give everybody access to 
the information. She says that being fair and 
equitable across the board and transparency 
is key.”

Vetress Boyce, candidate for Alderman of the 
24th Ward

Vetress Boyce held a brunch to share her plans and platform for the 24th Ward Aldermanic seat. 
Attendees were given the opportunity to ask multiple questions during the brunch.
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PAID FOR BY VALLAS FOR MAYOR

P A U L ’ S  P L A N  F O R  C H I C A G O :

“I’m a lifelong 
Democrat running 
for Mayor to put 
crime and your 
safety first,
because Chicago’s 
future is worth 
fighting for.”

-  P A U L  V A L L A S

GET CRIME 
UNDER 
CONTROL

IMPROVE 
PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS

CAP
INDIVIDUAL 
PROPERTY TAXES

ENDORSED BY:

PAUL VALLAS FOR MAYOR
VOTE NOW 

THROUGH TUESDAY,
FEBRUARY 28

Scan here to learn 
more about Paul

PaulGVallas          @paulgvallas          @PaulVallas

L E A R N  M O R E  A T  P A U L V A L L A S 2 0 2 3 . C O M
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PAID FOR BY DREWONE GOLDSMITH FOR ALDERMAN
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The North Lawndale 
Community News

The North Lawndale Community News is published weekly 
by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to help inform 
our community on resources, events, and issues relevant to 
them and our neighboring communities. Our community 
includes those who live, work, worship in, and/or care 
about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive, productive 
solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of community 
members. 
Board of Directors: Frank Bass-Chairman, Dennis Deer, 
Marlo Kemp, Creative Scott,  Carolyn Lewis-Secretary, 
Marlone Finley, Darren Tillis, Norman Baldwin, Betty 
Mason, and Dr. Betty J. Allen Green
Former Founding Board Directors: Larry Leonard, Rev. 
Vivian Lewis
Advisory Board: Cong. Danny K. Davis, Rev. Randall 
Harris, Fred Mitchell, Laura Washington, Susan Munro, 
Marta Foster,  Margaret Davis, Larry Leonard
Consulting Editors and Writers: David Tenario,  Chevette 
M. Conley, Todd Thomas, Zaki Muhammad, Tonya H. 
Griffin-Hunter, 
Founding CEO & Publisher: Isaac Lewis, Jr.
Production/Layout Consultant: 
IT (Information Technology) Consultant: 
Consulting Accountant: Kelly Florian
Communications Manager:
Resource Project Director: John Moore
Marketing Consultant: Andre Stokes, 
Advertising Manager: 
Advertising Consultant: Sabreen El-Amin
Website Consultant: Lamont Simmons
Photography: Kenneth Cook, Community members and 
writers
Strategic Door to Door Distribution - Community Youth,
Circulation: 15,000 copies
Drop Site Distribution: Calvin Elkins, Gregory Patterson, 
Melna Allen, Robert Williams, Chris Lewis, Johnny Ray 
Lewis, and Timothy Johnson
Distributed weekly 325 dropsites, over 413,492 potential 
readers in North & South Lawndale, East & West Garfield, 
Humboldt Park, Austin, Pilsen and Near  West Communities.

Circulation Verification Council is a third party 
agency that audits and verifies our circulation which 

is currently at 15,000 issues per publication.
For Advertisement Rates 

and other inquiries contact us at:
North Lawndale Community News

5650 W Madison Avenue
Chicago, IL 60644
Phone:  773/940-1953

Cell: 773-576-1011 
Website: www.nlcn.org

email: nlcn1@yahoo.com

The North Lawndale Community News was made possible 
by the dedicated work and support of the community, 
and first started with a grants from The Steans Family 

Foundation, then funded by The John D. and Catherine 
MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation The Leo 

S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 

Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of- 
Education, State of Illinois Department of Commerce and 

Economic Opportunity.DCEO through State Rep. Art Turner, 
The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the National Black 
Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany Fund, and 

contributions from our community, advertisers, and readers. 
The North Lawndale Community News was started with a 
grant from was known as the North Lawndale Small Grants 

Initiative and the Steans Family Foundation.

Drewone Goldsmith is an aldermanic 
candidate of the 24th ward dedicated to uplifting 
the North Lawndale community he has called 
home for over 50 years. “You took the belt 
out of our hands and prayers out of the school. 
Things are going to get bad” is a memory 
from his grandmother motivating him into the 
political arena. 

He presently serves North Lawndale as an 
instructor in the Chicago Fire Department, 
training its new recruits in the necessary skills to 
perform the task of firefighting. 

When asked what he does, he replied, “In 
serving as a Lieutenant of the Chicago Fire 
Department, I train individuals to become fire 
fighters through instilling discipline in them, 
and helping them to become service driven 
people with empathy enough to truly care for 
the city’s neediest citizens.”

Mr. Goldsmith has been in the fire department 
for 22 years, reaching the rank of Lieutenant after 
18. He left high school and enrolled in the U.S. 
Marines and has been stationed in a few exotic 
places, like San Diego, Oklahoma, Hawaii, 
Japan, Burkina Faso in Northwest Africa, and 
Brazil in addition to fighting in Desert Storm. 

Speaking about the needs of North Lawndale, 
Mr. Goldsmith said, “Obviously crime is not 
only plaguing our ward and city, but the entire 
nation as well. There seems to be a lack of 
intentionality in our ward that breaks down the 
neighborhood.”

Addressing the needs of North Lawndale 
even more, he cited the lack of cleanliness 
and said “There are a lot of things that hinder 
social progress. I’ve already started to network 
with the community on a small scale by asking 
neighbors to work together by taking an hour 
before school to come out to see the children 
and engage with them by just saying hello and 
doing the same in the evenings.” 

“Doing this shows the youth we are a 
community and we care about one another.” 
He then turned the conversation to something 

that he feels is a great tool for uniting the 
community, which is the block club. “If a club 
exists then it’s easy to get people involved. If 
there isn’t one, it is not too difficult to start one 
with a few neighbors from a block.” 

“I’ve been pushing the ring door bells with 
the camera to be purchased by community 
members to use to help each other look out 
for their neighbor. The city will reimburse 
the resident for the purchase. This shows we 
are working together to make the community 
safer” said Mr. Goldsmith as he advocated the 
technology to help prevent crime, to make 
North Lawndale safer. 

As president of the historic route 66 Classic 
Car Show, he has helped to highlight the beauty 
of North Lawndale with an event that draws 
2,500 to 5,000 visitors to the neighborhood 
annually. 

There were 50 booths offering job 
recruitment from the police, trade schools, 
also a kids pavilion for fun, and entrepreneurs 
seeking others to participate in business 
ventures. There were food vendors of course, 
and the main attraction was 200 cars.

“Cleaning up the ward is more than 
esthetics, it is psychological, and we need to 
have more mental health services to offset 
what is happening to our children and us. 

Our children must be considered as our 
legacy, and when individuals from the 
community start to take pride and take 

Drewone Goldsmith, Candidate for 24th Ward Alderman
Wants North Lawndale revitalized and doing more to restore hope and attractiveness to the ward

ownership in the community, it is a sign of 
hope,” he said.

Ending the interview, he commented, “I 
continue to utilize the inner man of integrity. I’m 
not looking for back door or any personal deals. 
I’m doing this for my community. 

I care, I truly want North Lawndale 
revitalized, and we can do much better than we 
are actually doing now, and we can restore hope 
and attractiveness to ward 24. 

One last thing I’d like to mention; during 
Hurricane Katrina in 2005 I led two trips to New 
Orleans taking vital supplies like clothing food 
and water. We also collected and distributed 
about $7,000 dollars from North Lawndale to 
help with the relief efforts.

On my second trip, four contractors including 
myself with 5 laborers returned to the city and 
worked restoring a few building belonging to a 
local church ministry. 

When there is a need, we should come together 
to help one another. That’s what I learned from 
the response in helping with Hurricane Katrina.

No one knows the heart of a man, and I’m 
hopeful and passionate about revitalizing 
our community. That’s why I am running for 
Alderman, to build upon the hidden greatness of 
the 24th ward.” For more info visit his website 
at www.goldsmithfighting424ward.com.

*The Route 66 Classic Car show is scheduled 
for September 10th 2023. *** The website for 
the car show is www.carsonroute66.com 

Drewone Goldsmith, candidate for Alderman 
of the 24th Ward 

By Professor Zaki Amir
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Simeon Henderson Candidate 
for District 10 Council

Motivational speaker, actor, and former 
policeman, Simeon Henderson is running 
for a position on District 10’s Council. This 
position is newly created and involves three 
people elected in regular municipal elections 
every four years, starting in February 2023.

Their duties are to work with the police 
on plans of community concerns and 
importance about policing in the district 
they serve. The 10th district position covers 
North Lawndale, Little Village, and the 
Pilsen communities. 

Addressing accountability of the police 
and increasing the overall safety of the 
neighborhoods they will represent is the 
primary role of the council member. This will 
be achieved by holding monthly meetings 
where the council member will speak 
directly with residents from the community.

In addition, the responsibility for the 
council representative will be to coordinate 
and connect with law enforcement officials 
the needs of the community in response 
to restorative justice. The work with 
restoring justice to the community falls into 
development of initiatives that are agreed 
upon by the community and shared with 
law enforcement to maximize the success 
of proposed responses called for by the 
residents of the district.

Mr. Henderson is a lifelong resident 
of Chicago and has a background in law 
enforcement. He served as a Chicago Police 
officer for 6 yrs before deciding to become 

an educator. 
“As a policeman it was my duty to serve 

and protect the neighborhood I patrolled. 
I worked the 21st District for 6 years and 
realized that I couldn’t do the work I needed 
to do as an officer to help my community and 
that is why I went into education.”

Resigning from the police force in 2004, he 
subsequently obtained a Master’s Degree as 
an Instructor in Leadership in education that 
led him to become a motivational speaker.

Previously, Mr. Henderson has worked as 
an Assistant Athletic Coach at Providence 
St. Mel for the 95-96 seasons, a Dean 
of Students in High School and he has  
functioned as a math, reading, social studies 
and science teacher in grades 5, 7, and 8th 
and taught at the and college level as well 
and about education, he said, “The value of 
education to me is this, I’ve always said get 
your education, no one can take away two 
things from you; that is education and your 
heart”

Growing up on Chicago’s Westside, he said 
was “faced with gangs, drugs and violence” 
in his youth. Coming from a background of a 
family that believed in attending church, and 
having a great-grandfather and grandfathers 
on his mother and father’s side of the family 
as “Baptist Minister’s’ gave him inspiration to 
avoid becoming a statistic of the criminal justice 
system. 

Mr. Henderson is an actor, an author and 
engages his community by speaking to youth. 
In 2017, he published “Through The Eyes 
Of A Man” his autobiography which he calls 
episodes of his life that are BESIMBOLIC 
LESSONS and stated, “Through The Eyes of 
a Man” was written to show others that they 
can be successful and win despite the odds. 
No matter how a situation is perceived you 
have to believe that you are victorious and 
that, "You have the final say in your life!"

Lastly, Mr. Henderson just completed 
the season as the coach of The Ogden 
International Lady Owls Varsity Basketball 
Team who won their first ever Sectional City 
Championship. The race for the council is on 
the slate with Kiisha Smith and Leo Guzman.

Mr. Simeon Henderson is endorsed by the 
24th Ward Alderwoman Monique Scott.

By Professor Zaki Amir

Simeon Henderson Candidate for District 10 
Council

Ald. Monique Scott hosts Brunch for 
Faith Leaders

Article and Photos by: Ms. Chevette Conley

Faith leaders and pators gather for phot with 24th Ward Aldeerwoman Moonique Scott

See Faith page 9

24th Ward Alderman Monique Scott listing as faith leaders introduce themselves at a 
brunch  hosted by her at Sinai Community Institute.
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Alderwoman Monique Scott held a 
Faith Leaders Luncheon on February 
10th, 2023 at Mount Sinai Community 
Institute located at 2653 W. Ogden 
Ave. Many faith leaders and pastors 
from the ward showed up. There was 
an introduction period where everyone 
introduced themselves, got acquainted, 
and listened to the plans and platform 
Ald. Scott had for the North Lawndale 

Community.
There was also a Soul Food 

dinner provided by Alderwoman 
Scott. Everyone was served food by 
Alderwoman Scott's staff members. 
They were very, gracious, polite, and 
accommodating, while eating a delicious 
meal.

Alderwoman Monique Scott talked 
about revitalizing, rebuilding and 

reclaiming North Lawndale. All that 
were present seemed to be enlightened, 
and on board with her plans as she 
mentioned the plans for a new Senior 
Building that she is currently working on 
with Pastor Steve Spiller Sr. of Greater 
Galilee Missionary Baptist Church.

Ald. Monique Scott spoke from the heart 
and confident in her ideas and support of 
others. She has a team that speaks highly 

of her, and has her back. But, she wants 
the support of The North Lawndale 
Community. Ald. Monique Scott said she 
would hosting similar events.

The Election is on February 28th 2023. 
The constituents of North Lawndale 
will decide if she will continue in her 
position. Make sure you get out to vote. 
Especially if you want your candidate to 
win.

Faith from page 8
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Montclare hosted a Valentine Day Steppers Set

Montclare Staffers Vickey Hughes (sitting with red top) and Aisha Burke gave out Valentine 
Day gift bags to senior residents and guests who attended the  Valentine Day Stepper’s Set.

Senior residents and guests got a chance to step and dance to Stepper’s music. If they 
didn’t know how to step, teachers were there to help them get in the mood and step.

Senior who wanted to get a dance lesson

Stepping lessons were given by the two teachers  
(couple shown dancing together in red top)

It took a little courage to get on the dance floor

For one senior a lesson wasn’t necessary (wht suit)

Some seniors preferred to dance in the chairs
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The North Lawndale Community News
CLASSIFIED  MARKETPLACE

Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 
Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? You Can Do it

Here In the North Lawndale Community News
     Call 773-940-1953 To Place Your Classified Ad!

Creative Scott for Alderman
By Professor Zaki Amir

 “When the campaign is over, I’ll continue the work 
I’m doing which is advocating for the residents in my 
community.  An alderperson’s role should legislate, 
advocate, appropriate and investigate” is how Creative 
Scott explained why he should be elected as the North 
Lawndale Community’s alderman.

 “Legislate is drafting new laws to better the 
community, making a change for the better,” adding, 
“One of the bills I would seek to enact would be to ask 
for an increase of the menu money, that is allotted to the 
wards. It went up from 1.3 to 1.5 million, and it needs 
to increase, because it’s not enough to bring about the 
proper changes needed in our community.” 

Advocate he addressed in the following, “For 
my community we could bring laws to improve the 
infrastructure, like bringing more lighting to the bus 
stops. There are 18,000 bus stops in the city, and in our 
neighborhood, we need to get something like a security 
box near the stop to contact authorities for help with 
crime prevention, because there is too much darkness 
at the bus and rail stops.”  To Advocate is speaking on 
behalf of the community you represent.

Defining appropriation, he said, “To appropriate is 
to stand firm and go after funding for a particular use, 
and in our neighborhood, there has been very little 
investment, and I’m running for alderman because I see 
the lack of investment in our community.”

Mr. Scott focused on investment with these words, 
“If a constituent comes and requests services for getting 
rid of a pot hole, it would not be a problem for me to 
go out check and follow up to see that it was handled 
properly.” He then turned to Tax Increment Financing or 
TIF for short by saying, “In my opinion, there are two 
communities named Lawndale, North of Ogden does 
not look like South of Ogden, but both pay taxes. One 
looks impoverished and the other doesn’t.”

Having been a business owner in the community for 
over 30 years and helping others become employed in 
positions like barbers, nail techs, as well as his salon 
being a safe haven for youth, he’s planning a July 4th 
celebration for the community.

He also reminisced about his involvement with the 
Lawndale Black Chamber of Commerce advancing to 
being it president, and the Lawndale Business Local 
Development Corporation (LDLBC) that helped him 
become involved with the Illinois Black Chamber of 
Commerce and lobby in Springfield for neighborhood 
funding. 

Toys are another memorable connection Mr. Scott 
relishes talking about, as last Christmas, he provided 
over $20,000 dollars in toys, appliances and tools for 
adults and children with the help of Eric Strickland and 
other businesses. 

The toy drive has a 20 year history and he even 
distributes Turkeys’ for Thanksgiving. Mr. Scott is also a 
Public Safety Firearm Instructor and Training Counselor 
accredited through the National Rifle Association and 
the United States Concealed Carry Association. 

Gun Problems and Solutions is the business concern 
where he teaches a 16 hour course that helps with 
“Situation Awareness” which teaches how to react in a 
dangerous situation. He works with churches; attorneys’ 
and clients seeking to reintegrate into society. He teaches 
people how to become legally able to carry firearms 
and is a strong proponent of the second amendment. 
Creative also teaches how to defend yourself without 
the use of a firearm as well. With martial arts and other 

use of weapons and various ways 
of de-escalation.

Creative worked with the late 
Robert Steele in an anti bullying 
campaign. Early in the COVID19 
pandemic he worked with Lashon 
K. Ford and entertainer Twista 
distributing hand sanitizer, and 
masks to seniors and young 
people and previously was a 
martial arts teacher of self defense 
at Legacy Charter School. “I 
want to build and create wealth 
in the community” were his final 
words. 

Rooms for Rent
Rooms for Rent, 3604 W 
Douglas Blvd, 3rd Floor Call Ms 
F. Wade 312-684-7422
Rooms for Rent, 1420 S Avers 
Male facility 40years and older. 
1420 S Avers. Call Barbara 773-
822-6700.

YOUR AD HERE
CALL 773-576-1011

Creative Scott candidate for 
Alderman of the 24th Ward 
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